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indicated by the Apri-Suktas and the horse-sacrifice (Ashva Medha)
was undoubtedly performed.
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The Rigveda and Vedic Religion HISTF 2B (ETIF oA
(Clayton) 2IT&3 (Animal sacrifice) AfF Ao o BE
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At one sacrifice, probably a very unusual sacrifice, performed
once in five years called the Pancha Sharadhya Sava, seventeen
young cows were offered, Bullocks, buffaloes and deer were also
sacrificed, some time in large numbers. The White Yajurveda men-
tions 327 domestic animals including oxen, cows, milch cows that

" are to be offered along with the horse at the great horse sacrifice.

—The Rigveda and Vedic Religion by Clayton.
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“The guests are entertained with the flesh of cows got killed on
the occasion (of marriage) - Vedic Age,- P.389°
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"The cow receives the epithet Aghnya (TFT) — not to be killed
inthe Rigveda and is otherwise a very valued possession. It is diffi-
cult to reconcile this with the eating of beef, but we may get some
explanation if we remember the following —

i) It was the flesh of the ox rather than of the cow that was
eaten. A distinction was definitely made. (Vedic Age P.393).

ii) The flesh of the cow (if at all) was eaten at the sacrifice only

and itis well known that one sacrifices one's dearest possession to
please the gods.

iii) Even in the Rigveda, only vashas (%1318 barren cows) were
sacrificed. For example, Agni is called in VIII.43|| as 1=, The
expression SIfGfAelfs (Cows fit for guests in X.68.3) implies the
same distinction. —Vedic Age, Page 389

AR ACATT 5T T & ST > G
R T Y TG T O9R OTF 976 I267 51=oife
ATel T REACR. | CANNRITSHCET JF aF FNIG B
FarpFT o ot s wrefrerm R sirome
g 2 zes o |

(i) JCIT T NS ZroT AMfST =7 |

A9 I THS SROTT S0 'The guests are entertained
with the flesh of the cows killed on the occasion of marriage’ -

(88)

Vedic Age, P.389 STfie tafwas ol fRarcad DT
SfSTAace s IR G[l 9 T 70T — 2w
e Ty ST |

(i) T SIS R ST ANSH ZCST (if at all) ST
BT @Y TCHH STIAT S (11 BT IeTIT JCoTTHT
AT (F, (ST 23T FAF & g fes fermros
TEG “ifHoyie FE @A |

HCEABAT — QBIG F=ofof SPTorSFe (Tl 73
s SfEres TS F TR AN AFSZo FAN AR |
I 2N 72 9T I CIoT WIS TER | IO 0!
+1fF SCL CEIISIT T T Fahe [{oe somre |
RIS T 8 9 TouR O (I I, (& 2AS[
SToof g 0 T (I GFhelaTE [ 60 Je11 20a0R —

(F) T ARTATHAR, ¥ YT TRITETS,,

TS T ORI REE | | - oY v .2 200

2R IRFASH @ YN TR A1 (41 WA
@ Y FAET S AR I =@ T |

() ey .5 .5/ v . STTF I TE(R —

F WGTAR | 7 HEromie | TSI
T RETere, AR FHie CEs R e | |

STl TR AT, CILFA FICI AN | T 2T NS @
I A O TS A R @ Y | o1
T SRF oglere sw Ay

OTTITRGICNE 59,50,9,55 .58-(F 5o Biflkrs
L [a

TETAIE TSR A T@ARLATS |

(8e)



T e 7 RS 1
wreffe. TG ©F FA IF AF FCI AFHIS Sy

TRG T AT FCR | (TR T OF R AT |y, Fy
STNISING FCI AT

OBFS B TFS SERAMGIICS SHFIGAN 3
(TSI 58 .5 .5) THO FAT (ACS A |

TS, TG TF© AN TR AR =’ A RTewq
SIMIFORT BY 7T T2 T @ Seieae S s
TN | SR ST I SRS SIS IR T =g
! T TS A ? GINRASFHCE, IS N 1
ST QIR TIFI (SIS F — TG0 00 . Ob S oIy
T AT (TeTAe RUTTR | ST SLFIN, iy,
TS, IrRlwa #ifFsnst SifSs P ToeIR AT To = |

S WY — FTARTSFH T COT A5G &%

FAT | (A7 NST S (@ AP (SN IO KU G
A 2T I3 AP S T, SRIRIe —

RorRegt A=t S SsereeiEsey/

TSoifSarisT | | — TG0 .99

SR TP IS AT ZECR | SN
RS o >o-T I Frdre — (% (Tgie) WIZIJ
SHEAT TRl TR REErR e s |

FISTIEA 3- G RIGIRNSIS I
e |

— BT TS FPRRSI S |

TSI GG LA ST Y SZSH 3 ()
w12l T Tgo TF RS IR AT /AT F 41 2GR |

(8v)

NI ST QAT AT TS SFIfIl 29 T2
CEl

WL TS S -7 AF THHTrS I &
T AT STS5S =1 — y

TSI TF AT S TFAT |

NS SR TR o1aR 7 #IfSAWs | |

-2 5.8.54

efie. sNfema wReE<y #ife 9 5 Q- AHACE,
FFAA RRF I SIS 78 I IR Tl QI T
FUANAA FCH |

SR — I ¥ @l s 9 F Y E-
AN S THIT SR 5156 T S6w | (T s T°5F
QI OIF A RAT I OR T 7fS Frr g oge o
HRIET P SNAS T Siow | Ot W® @ fom
T X FACO T8 FA TASIF | SIF o¥ I T
-1 =it e e &0 GBS o7 1 == BT

" CTRIT TR |

GT LS SR TAS TP 9% TOT ITI6AE
AT FFS = | TS =I5 WP T TS *1+% QA
NPT aR ABRST T CSTF S LTSy, TA —

FrACIS) TS WY INAL FCS N2 |

2R G YR CF DI 4TS | |

SR FERACE AT (JT) WA SR RS T RAFI2 ST
R GO T | GTOR I g9a MST R ey |

QATTETHA (F, TS T S FA N RS ST
ROJ FAF AT I T |

(89)



RO IS —
A2 T LTS TG S S7IeTo |
SRIITIHMIR (R ITSWITHC | |
QAT TN ZEACR (T IR IS R FCH O NS
@ N FFE Tew ACF | Oig N e Tonw
R S INICS T s I I 3T |
TFI, QTSI W 7HCF [ HEGA =R ag
AT A |
(i) (AT TR-F @A TO I FUID AR @,
ACAMG (FI 1 Wi IFH NifSw Ifer rema e
TR (TN AT b .89 .5 T WIATEF I T
NERe Farzaey | SfefRst - wedie SfSRmass
TATS SIS *ITHI JIRIT AUCTR Y0 Vb O TCF 2iheW
T |
STREET — ETATEFT QRIS Tl (T, ACIT 0 T

T= ifew wiitce wrefe @ Raa st s |

o7 | (@ TEe o Fote a¥ o945ty (e TEIR
Crafer Fw T ™ T U goifo AR | TF96 g -
TFRA TN, G [T |
ceieRTgtaT | | —5fo b .89 .5
SR @ Sifirsitos 7ie My g tag I =i
T | SR GET PRCT T 220 Fh1 R (S i (2
(S8 S .0 .0 .55) THIIMCS Sp (R TR O 1= =
7@ Sowfe Tz - {Tg o .o R sEine =
T ICET ST T COTSTFAC 2IfHero TM AR TR ({4
@ egfie (TS0 5.k .0 .5¢) TR (AR T ;Nge

(8v)

(TS0 @ .5 .0) T — 2JfAING TEIT AN I CSSY
O (([AYET) FLeE (SIACH) AIGErEacSE (CBITNe T
i) TR E I T |

iffrSifos Sifzeome oL FHE THig A =R
T FRI5=11 a1 AT | 93 Jio *ITwd S AErS e
W 8 T NS w91 = [T I/ 9FFT [T | THNIICS
TFhe I ufs It Suf Yo ol oz A1 S |
QeTTHfAre wefe e | THrH=ITwa Y A6HI)
IMRSYITT TS '@ Fell JEACE | I SITHF Sanskit
English Dictonary, 3¢8 “JOT T W (3T @ AFCOE 8
ST S |

RUe S AWAT RIS IR SF1 =W
CIN2ITF YL FCACRA — (T (YT AW 5 .HV8 .89
THHCS —

TR 2 PAeics TR wsifd e

T oIy foR fecdrss -

(TN TETF TSI (PP WFIR 2ArITs (o
TS A TR APTS IS AN <jPadimets ciwe o (J=re)
R e afgs: (Sers) s@ yrodfRmEa foe
2SI ISP AT (T I S TermisIE=
T IRe | (S1F) S (1) s
() HoH 4F B T (=)
TS TSI T I G TFToqe Lo (Rl
O THLTRS LI YT (T SRS SEHITS |
JRAJCY A ! JICHT w03 |

—CME RO TR, <AL, FRGWT S, 9jo So0b-

(8%)



QT TF GRS Y o073 Afawiw | T
NHTHT ATS AT QAT G TH WA T e fs
O5N\S TNy ANATS (A |

S B3 e o [ Sanskrit Dictionary, >a
[T T I Q3N (ST WS —

“WUkshan — Name of Soma (as sprinkling or scattering
small drops) name of the maruts of the sun and Agni — one of the
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chief medicaments Rishabha.  —Page 172.
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@ =" — The plant Vallaris Dichotomas Wall.

(33~ A species of Medicinal Plant. (L) Page 832.
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Slaughter of Cows in Vedic Age ST=I1 (I3 JT5T CANZOI ISIF
OF6! G M= | Site fecare -

Slaughter of Cows in the Vedic Age — a misconception. In the
Rigveda it has been clearly stated that cows are not to be killed. In the
following mantras the term ST (not to be killed) is used; vide 1.37.5;
1.164.27; 1.164.40; 4.1.6; 5.83.8; 7.68.8; 7.69.8; 7.102.19; 9.1.9; 9.80.2;
9.93.3; 10.46.3; 10.60.11; 10.87.16; and 10.102.2.

Yaska while recording the names (eqi valents) of a cow how
first posted =97 Aghnya not to be killed. vide 11.44.33 ST SRIHI
S4fS | In the Zendavesta also the cow is to be venerated and not to
be killed. In the vedas also the cow is specially venerated. Rik 4.58.10
(511 (o1 (Go—is the Devata of the Sukta) That the flesh of the cow
is forbidden as food is quite clear from Rik 10.87.16 which states —

T2 CNF RS FIRI AN TS (A |G Ara =y
TPHIE |

A GRS R (SRR MfF et |

i.e. The monster that partakes of the flesh of human beings or the
meat of animals like the horse or who steals (robs) the milk of the
unkillable cow, is beheaded by Agni. — Vedic culture, page 132.

Some observe in the text OOV VAT TS Il JraAe
JISTCEHR TSR I 2ITbYR, a hint to the prevalence of a custom
of slaying an ox or a goat and cooking the meat thereof. But it must
be clearly understood that the term SICRIF (Mahaksha) used in the
next does not refer to an ox. In Rit 8.43.11 there occurs the word
(G=HIAIT) Which means edibles mixed with soma juice. Later on

@)

from the ISR text TSI T X3 it is found that kings
and Brahmins were offered on their arrival the juice of the soma plant
or soma other herbal decoctions to control the bite, just as tea is
served in modern times to all guests. In Kashmir and Tibet this cus-
tom of offering tea has been in use from ancient times. It might also
be a direction to bathe the guest in water warmed with many odorous
and invigorating ingredients (STCEF) . The word STRIST (Mahaja)
also does not indicate a big goat but fine rice from the sali variety of
paddy. In the Shanti Parva of the Mahabharat there is a text —

SirstHey FEM IS A (AP RETS: |

STErTEt i A, B T zEE | |

It means that sacrifices should be performed with the aja. But
aja according to the vedic injunction never means the goats but
cereals like wheat, Brihi etc. — Vedic Culture, page 138-139

The word yajna is synonymised as SIXS of ST, |
Stands for Hinsa (Killing, Violence) so =¥ is non-violence and
therefore no slaughter can be part of the true sacrifice.—Page 141

0% o fem SR 3=, ATIW “AfFwF =
TR (T SIS 7o T8 FA oo =7 | SiIfST &G
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Vedic Sacrifices
Vedic religion did not countenance bloody sacrificing of ani-
mals by violence. As the Chhandogya Upanishad (1i1.6) puts it ‘wqeq
ot et 7 PrRfe, asmmarTe: Threents |
The gods who do not eat or drink should not be offered meat
tainted with violence. :

"Thus sacrifice at a yajna meant self sacrifice.'
The yajnas were evolved as modes of invocation of the Infinite

and possessed of profound spiritual significance and educational
value as aids to self-realisation.

(a8)

R

Education in ancient India by Dr. Radha Kumud Mukherjee,
M.A., Ph.D. Page Il.

wefte. Al Ut 2l R ae T ANL FE AT
SR SRR © .b-a T FECR ‘A A 7
% TSRO (A OB T I @l @ AR
5T = |” WA S TPl | TS AHEPIE TS
TN ST [T 2 | Ol 0 TSI AMGITEE g AR
SCAEIERTS ARgeal Fresre vy Ffzs &t |

GOV B FAI 2T QU ST 97 SIHHCE
S T4 SHw N S | a9 Q= 25T R JHCS
COTIRA (T, TSI N ACAFIRAS HCAASETF 5%
O TG AN FENR | 0B T 6 JIT I AR
o, Y, 5%, T[T (T 5o @ @eariE 2w
TS e T SIT G e, I O T 992 Y (AT
Co! SIRIITSF Q1518 T =TT | ([ s To
Totelle & A% .« . Tes B iresi=iss oz (e 20t
ISP QAT 7FFO) O3 FAI CEACRA | 9085 e gier
(MG | SPETNH, (ST, TR “Iewe Srd, ¢,
T RRlors Sicq et 1ig Feee, Qe e
AT QA F I, FHOR aFo I Toriw wel@ns
A | IS TN ToieT= e, ciroe {1 A
ST &0 AR N0 7ot ANLS 16y (it T G fy
(IR RS LA NACS 20 | G 0 78]
TR FFCF WS T SHNCS AR St Fwfrfanes
RS ST ST FHET —

> A srees Tt — vto Regmrer Rvgrars<s,

TET TE OIOW, SFFA TR |

(ae)



. FIE G BR¥ (TI-FF A FROI — o I
NS, fSroMY, (95 |

©. ETS 8 (TMF 5 — S 7S ST 7e,
faat |

8 . CONFTTT ~1RT 43\G (S TRIAT! — 2T P confrm
AN AW, S ARS) S+, 9% 7o, War |

¢ . CAME TSI 1T — ¥ R e F7o | !

b . (A T@ IR - FFA TG QA AT, Frgr |
T, fFeT AN, (e - FS | ;

Q. W 2SI (PT — #lo TR QoI FS |
RIS SereE, e 2wt | 1

by ;J)

\

S LT R RN B R ER IS

(av)



